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FRIENDS or THE PEOPLE, 


Freemaſons Tavern, 3oth May, 1795, 


* 


AT A GENERAL MEETING OP THE SOCIETY OP THE 
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, ASSOCIATED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A PARLIAMENTARY RE- 
FORM, HELD THIS DAY, 


WILLIAM SMITH, Eſq. M. P. in the Chair, 


& rn Society having duly conſidered the Principles 
IL and Plan of Parliamentary Reform contained in the 


following declaration: 


RESOLVED, 


That they do approve thereof, and recommend it to the 
conſideration of the public, 
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T the period when we reſolved to ſuſpend our proceed- 

"ings, we ſaw this country not only involved in the ca- 
lamities inſeparable from a ruinous unſucceſsful war, but 
expoſed, as many of us thought, to a direct and imminent 
danger. In ſuch circumſtances, it was our duty to conſi- 
der, whether the efforts of this Society in ſupport of the 
cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, which in more favourable 
times and circumitances, had failed of ſucceſs, were likely 
to be attended with better effect, or even to be received 
with approbation; whether, in fact, we might not be in- 
ſtrumental in exciting diſcontent and promoting diviſions 
among the people, in the face of an enemy, whoſe ſuc- 
ceſſes on the continent at that juncture had rendered them 
more formidable than ever; and whether, in prudence, 


we ought to take any ſtep, by which we might incur the 


ſuſpicion, ſo eafy to be converted into accuſation, of taking 
advantage of the public danger to weaken the hands of go- 
vernment, when the united ſtrength of the kingdom. might 


be wanted for its defence. To theſe conſiderations we 


yielded, as long as they appeared to carry any colour of 


reality, or to be capable of furniſhing a pretence to diſere- 


dit the character of this Society. In the immediate fitua- 
tion of the country, or in the impreſſion it makes on the 
minds of the people, we ſce nothing, that ought to pre- 


vent us from reſuming our proceedings and &uiſking the 


taſk we have undertaken. 


The abuſe and grievance of the aQual repreſentation of - 


the Commons in Parliament have been fully and repeat- 


* 


edly ſtated to the nation, and directly to the Houſe of 
Commons. The facts are undiſputed, the grievance is 
undervalued, and the abuſe is defended. That we may 


not, however, leave any part of aur duty unperformed, 


we ſhall now ſtate, in one view, and in as narrow a com- 
paſs 


($1 

paſs as the ſubjed will admit of, our object, our prin« 
ciples, and the remedial meaſures we recommend. Con- 
cerning the firſt, there will probably be no difference of 
opinion among any, who think a reform neceſſary. The 
ſecond we ſhall endeavour briefly to explain and inforce. 
On the third, we ſolicit aſſiſtance, and are open to 
correction. 


Our object i is to obtain and ſecure to the Commons of 


Great Britain, a real repreſentation in Parliament, freely 
choſen by themſelves, independent of the nobility and of 
the crown, and amenable at ſhort intervals to the judge- 
ment of their conſtituents. If it were poſſible to obtain 
and ſecure this object, by any means, in which the inte- 
reſts and powers, at preſent in poſſeſſion of the elections, 
were likely to concur, and if it belonged to us to arbitrate 
between the right of the Commons at large, and the per- 
ſonal claims of purchaſe, poſſeſſion, or preſcription, we 
might be content to yield to meaſures of accommodation, 
and endeavour to compound, in the firſt inſtance, with 
the actual occupants of the common property, on rea- 
{onable terms of conceſſion. But, ſince it is evidently im- 
practicable at once to fatisfy the intereſt and to remove 
the abuſe, we ſhall not waſte our thoughts i in attempting 
to reconcile contradictions, but proceed to deliver the po- 
ſitive principles, on which we act, and the plan we have 
in view, without conſidering any difficulties but thoſe, 
which belong to the operation in itſelf, and leave the com- 
penſations, which may be claimed by individuals, to be 
conſidered by the prudence and meaſured by the equity of 
a future independent Houſe of Commons. 
13 

Firſt, then, we conceive it to be indiſputable, that in 

every ſociety, in which induſtry is meant to be encou- 
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rageds, and the acquiſition of property permitted, that pro- 
perty is as well entitled to protection from the laws, and 
ſhould be equally guarded by the inſtitutions of the go. 
vernment, as the liberty or life of the proprietor. We do 
not ſay that the objects are of equal importance, but that 
they are equally entitled to protection. The medium we 
take will be found to anſwer every rational claim of pro- 
tection to perſons, as well as of ſecurity to property. For 
all the practical uſes of repreſentation, the pooreſt man in 
the kingdom will find himſelf as effectually repreſented 
by our plan of election, as if he voted in it himſelf. The 
true intereſts of the poor are intimately connected with the 
true intereſts of the wealthy, and inſeparable from thoſe of 
the ranks immediately above poverty. To ſome, we truſt, 
the acquiſitition of the active vote will be a ſpur to in- 
duſtry, and a reward of conduct; nor can it be fairly ſaid 
that any man is excluded, for whom a place is reſerved, 
which he may occupy at any time on eaſy terms. Under- 
ſtood in this ſenſe, and formed on theſe principles, the 
repreſentation in Parliament would be really and * 
tially univerſal. 


Admitting the general right of voting at elections to be 
common and perſonal, the exerciſe of it, on the principle 
we have ſtated, muſt be ſubject to a qualification; ſo mode- 
rate, however, that there may be no condition of life in 
which it may not be acquired, by labour, by induſtry, or 
by talents. If, in the end, it ſhould furniſh an election, as 
we believe it would do, for the whole united kingdom, by 
nearly a million and a half of heads of families, enough 
would be done to guard the rights of property on one ſide, 
and to ſatisfy the rational claims of perſonal repreſenta- 
tion on the other; and if a conſtituent power, ſo formed, 
ſo extended, and lo limited, be not ſufficient to <reate a 

free 
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free arid: independent Houſe of Commons, the cafe is deſpè- 
rate; the object can never be obtained, 


Such is the medium, by. which we think that alt the 
uſeful and effective purpoſes of a reform in the conſtruction 
in the Houſe of Commons, would be ſufficiently an- 
ſwered. More perfect ſchemes or accurate theories may 
be formed on paper; but the perfection of fuch ſchemes is 
generally found to fail in practice. They, who hope to 


ſucceed in practical meaſures bf general operation, muſt yield 


to circumſtances which they cannot command, muſt apply 
their principles no further than they will go with ſafety, 
and be fatisfied with general effects. That final iſſue be- 
tween two contending intereſts, with which neither, of 
them is thoroughly contented, is very likely to be the beſt 


for them both. At firſt fight it looks like bravery to run 


into extremes; but we afe perfectly ſure that to keep the 
middle path, ft to be ready to encounter the, violence of 
either ſide, or of both when they unite, as they very often 
do, is the fureſt proof of political courage, as well as, of 
prudence and virtue. If no qualification he required of 
the elector, for what reaſon, and on what conſiſtent 
principle ſhould it be demanded in the eandidate? If pro- 
perty be at all a ſign of independence, or a pledge for con- 
duct, tliere can be no diſtinction, except in the degree, 
between the truſt repoſed by the conſtitution in him who 


chooſes, and him who is cheſen; they are both intruſted 


with a function and a duty, in the due performance, of 
which, the community have an intereſt, and a right to be 
fecured. You cannot, without a contradiction, demand a 
qualification in one without requiring it in the other, By 
not demanding it from either, that is, by leaving it open 
to the unqualified elector, to chooſe an unqualified candi- 

a 4 date, 
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date, it is true, the inconſiſtency would be ſaved; but then 
the poſſible conſequence might be, that a majority of the 
Houſe of Commons might conſiſt of perſons as ignorant, 
as incapable, and as venal as the loweſt and moſt profligate 
part of the community. Is it a queſtion to be debated 


among men, whoſe judgement has been formed by reflection, 


or improved by education, or corrected by experience, 
whether ſuch a Houſe of Commons would be competent to 
make laws for the community, or be fit to be truſted 


| with the power of taxation ? 


It is undoubtedly dofiratile, for many reaſons, that the 


collective body of qualified electors ſhould be as numerous 
as poſſible ; but principally becauſe a great number of elec- 
tors is of itſelf a better ſecurity againſt corruption than the 
ſevereſt laws againſt bribery, by making the individual 
vote of no venal value, and hardly worth ſolicitation. 


The ſecurity on the other fide, againſt violence and fac- 


tion, depends on, the perſonal circumſtances, character, 
and ſituation of the voters. To exclude the effect of in- 


fluence and favour on human actions is impoſſible; but it 
may reaſonably be expected that, when the elector has 


ſomething to give, and nothing to ſell, his inclinatton and 


his judgement will go together, and determine him in fa- 
vour of the worthieſt candidate. A Houſe of Commons 
choſen on theſe principles, by the combined operation of 


property and population, will be free and independent, if 
any thing can make it ſo. To keep it free; and independent 
of any influence or intereſt, but that of their conſtituents, 


the choice of new repreſentatives muſt frequently revert 


to the BRA 
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This is the foundation of the plan we recommend. To 
carry it into effect, a conſiderable alteration muſt be made 
in the preſent diſtribution of the elective power, To 
reach the numbers, by whom the power ought to be ex- 
erciſed, it muſt be diſtributed equally and impartially over 
the whole ſurface of the kingdom. To obtain that end, 
the moſt certain and the eaſieſt courſe, undoubtedly, would 
be by a new diviſion of the country, for the ſingle purpoſe 
of electing a fair and equal repreſentation, and for no other, 
We do not propoſe to change any thing, which can be 
left in its preſent ſhape and ſtation, conſiſtently with 
the accompliſhment of the main purpoſe, To us it 
appears that a new diviſion is indiſpenſable, and that 
we ſhould only cheit ourſelves. and deceive the na- 
tion, if, for the ſake of a uſelefs accommodation, we 
yielded to any project or conceſſion, in which this condi- 
tion were not included. What we want is a free Houſe 
of Commons and a real reprefentation, Any meaſure 
of reform, which does not really give and effectually 
ſecure that object, is more than unprofitable, and the 
efforts to obtain it worſe than thrown away. For if 
any conſiderable move in this buſineſs ſhould once 
be made without ſucceſs, is it rational to expect, that 
the nation would ever be brought to make a ſecond ? 
The whole meaſure, therefore, muſt not only be equal 
to the whole of its purpoſe, but it muſt move together, 
and act at once with all its force. Gradual alterations, or 
progreſſive improvements, which ſome men recommend, 
would all be ſucceflively abſorbed, and ſink into the ſtand- 
ing ſyſtem, Partial remedies ſerve only to ſoften the 
the ſymptoms, and to induce a habit of acquieſcence, while 
they leave the root of the evil entire. If an effectual re- 
ſorm of the Houſe of Commons is not to be had now, let 


s 


60 
us take care not to make it unattainable hereafter by any 
act of agreement or compoſition with the miſchief itſelf, 


or with the intereſts that ſupport it. Much may be x- 


pected from the progreſs of events in their preſent courfe. In 


better times, the meaſure may be carried by conſent ; in 
worſe, by neceſlity. 


On theſe principles we ſay; 


iſt, That every houſcholder in Great Britain, paying 
pari/h taxes, except Peers, ſhould have a vote in the elec- 


tion of one member of parliament; 


The ſpecies of property, which conſtitutes this qual;- 


fication, has the advantage of being open, oſtenſible, and 


incapable of being diſputed, It indicates a real reſidence, 
and implies a ſtationary intereſt in the place, for which tlie 
vote is given and the repreſentative choſen. But, beſides 
the poſſeſſion of a competent property, of which the oc- 
cupation of a houſe paying taxes is a ſufficient preſump- 
tion, a houſeholder has other qualities, which ought to 


recommend him to a favourable diſtinction, and particu- 
larly to the truſt in queſtion. He is neceſſarily the maſter, 


and probably the father of a family. In the firſt character, 
he has a perſonal credit and reſpect to maintain; in the 
ſecond, he has given hoſtages to ſociety. He is the na- 
tural guardian and virtual repreſentative, not only of his 
family and ſervants, but of all thoſe, who depend upon 
him for ſupport, protection, or employments Such # 
ſtation deſerves confidence, and ſhould be made reſpectable, 
that all men may be prompted and encouraged to riſe to it. 


The relations and duties, that belong to it, are antecedent 
to poſitive inſtitutions, and conſtitute at once the baſis and 


ſecurity of civil ſociety. 
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If a more effectual or a more convenient ſcheme thau 
our's could be contrived to put the perſons, ſo qualiſied, in 
poſſeſſion of their vote, we ſhould be ready to accede to 
it. We conſider the means only, as they may beſt inſure 
the end. To us it appears, that ſuppoſing the whole 
number of pariſhes in England and Wales to be 9,91 3, 
and the whole number of houſes paying taxes to be 

1,231,200; this laſt number, divided by the number of 
perſons to be choſen, ought to exhibit the number of houſe- 
keepers entitled to return one member to parliament, viz. 
2,400; that then the whole number of pariſhes ſhould 
alſo be diſtributed into 513 diviſions, each diviſion to con- 
ſiſt of ſo many pariſhes as may together contain the num- 

ber of houſes required, or nearly ſo, without regard to 
fractions, and lie contiguous to one another, and, if poſ- 
ſible, round the principal pariſh of the diviſion, which 
' ſhould be the center of the election, and at which the re- 
turns from the other pariſhes ſhould be received and made 
up, and the election declared. By dividing the country 
into ſingle diſtricts, the abſurdity and inconvenience of 
chooſing two perſons, very often of oppoſite principles, to 
repreſent the ſame place, would be avoided, Such agents, 
inſtead of uniting to ſerve their principals, can only be 
employed in counteracting each other, if they act at all, 
and finally leave their conſtituents without an effective 

voice in Parliament. Few of thoſe, who now poſſeſs a 
vote, would be deprived of it by this plan. If it ſhould 
appear, however, that the number of freeholders and 
copyholders, of the yearly value of forty ſhillings, who 
might not be houſeholders, ſhould be ſufficient to deſerve 
conſideration, there could be no objection to the admiſſion 
of perſons, ſo qualified, to vote in the pariſh, and for the 
diy.fion, where their property lay, The vital principle of 

the 
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the plan is to embrace the greateſt poſſible number of 


electors, conſiſtently with a reaſonable and moderate qua- 


lification. 


2d. The election of the A1 repreſentation of the 


kingdom ſhould be made at the ſame hour, and on the 
ſame day. 


3d. The ſame principles and proceedings, which are 
propoſed for England, to be followed in Scotland, and 
every ſolemnity obſerved in the conduct of the elections, 
in both kingdoms, which can tend to make it grave, ſerious, 


and reſpectable. 


4th. That wages ſhould be paid to members ſerving in 
Parliament, and not holding offices under the Crown, not 


by the particular diviſion for which they are elected, but 


out of the revenue of the public, for the general intereſt | 
of which the conſtitution intends them to ſerve. 


sth. Suppoſing all the preceding meaſures to be adopted, 
end not otherwiſe, we then are of opinion, that a general 
election for the whole kingdom might be conducted with- 
out tumult or expenſe, and completed in a few hours; 
that every fair and honeſt objection to ſhortening the du- 


ration of Parliaments weuld be removed, and that in fu- 


ture the elections might be triennial, biennial, or even an- 
nual as chey were in former times. Members of Parliament, 
who acted faithfully, would generally be re- choſen; but it 
is neither ſafe nor conſtitutional to leave any repreſenta- 
tive very long out of the reach of his conſtituents. 


We do not enter now, becauſe this is not the time for it, 
into oi detail of ſubſidiary acts and proviſions, which 


belong 


313 


belong to the execution of the plan, and would be neceſ- 


ſary to enſure the full effect of \ it. But we have ſufficiently | 


conſidered the ſubject i in all its parts to be able to affirm, 
not that, in the courſe of ſo great an operation, there are 
no difficulties to be encountered, or no inconveniences to 
be incurred, but that either they are not of a nature to be 


regarded in compariſon with the object, or that they ay 


be eaſily removed by, kill and contrivance. 


The only material doubt which this diſtribution of the 


elective power ſuggeſts, IS whether, in favour of the leſs 
populous parts of the kingdom, it might not be neceſſary 


or adviſeable to make a diſtinction between thoſe parts and 


ſome of the great cities and populous towns; that is, whe- 
ther, in the latter, the choice of each member ſhould not 
require a greater number of electors than in the former. 


If this, after due conſideration, ſhould be thought "He 
ſerious diffculty, we have no doubt that meaſures may be 


found to qualify or remove it. When once the individual 
vote is made to be of no ſaleable value whatever, as by the 
operation of this plan it muſt be, other difficulties will 
vaniſh or ſubſide, becauſe no other intereſt or value, at- 
tached to the vote, will be much inſiſted on, or regarded. 


After long deliberation, we have fixed on a ſpecific plan, 
and declared it without reſerve, We aſk the friends of 
reform in general, whether it be poſſible to create and ſe- 


cure a free and independent Houſe of Commons by any 
meaſure leſs vigorous, or by any operation leſs extenſive 


than that, which we propoſe? There is no ceconomy in 
ſtinting the expenſe, if the object is not to be accompliſhed 
without it; nor is the remedy compleat, that does not ef- 
ſectually guard againſt relapſe, 


Without 


: 
: 
$ 
: 
5 
| 
f 
4 


1 
Without a general concurrence of the country, we 


know how yain it 1s to oppoſe the honeſt zeal of a few in- 
dividuals to the active intereſts, powers, and combinations, 


by which every attempt to reinſtate the people in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of their conſtitution has been and will be refiſted. 


We cannot ferve the nation without their active approba- 


tion. But events may come in aid of argument, and 
create an opportunity, for which we ought to be prepared. It 
is not poſſible that the period can be very remote, when the 
diſtreſſes heaped on the ſurviving induſtry and periſhing re- 
ſources of the country; when the inſatiable demands of 
government, not only exhauſting the returns but invading 


the very ſources of production; when the inſupportable ac- 


cumulation of debts and taxes, and the direct calamities of 
the war will have taught the people of Great Britain this 
fatutary leffon, that, with a Houſe of Commons reformed 
as it ought to be, fuch miſchiefs might have been avoided, 
and may be prevented hereafter, 


In name and by order of the Society. 


(Signed) WILLIAM SMITH, Chairman. 
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Aubrey, Sir John 
Aſton, H. 

Adam, Mr. 
Anſtruther, Mr. 


Cheſterfield, Lord 
Chalmers, George 
Chatham, Lady 
Cornwallis, Lord 
Crew, Mrs. 


Conway, General 


Aſtley, Sir Edward Cardiff, Lord 


Arden, Lady 
Amherſt, Lord 
Berwick, Lord 
Banks, My. 
Bunbury, Sir C. 
Baker, Mr. 
Barwell, Mr. 


Carliſle, Lord 
Dundas, Henry 
Drake, Mr. 
Denbigh, Lord 
Delaval, Lord 
Dorſet, Duke of 
Duncannon, Lady 


 Boydell, Alderman Dempfter, Mr. 


Reaufoy, Mr. 
Burke, Edmund 


Devaynes, Mr. 


Derby, Lord 


Buckingham, Marg. Elliot, Lord 


Byng, George 
Baſſet, Sir F. 
Baftard, Mr. 
Banks, Sir Joſeph 


Eardley, Lord 
Eaſtwick, Samuel 
Elliot, Sir G. 
Fitzwilliam, Lord 


Bearcroft, Counſellor Foljambe, Mr. 


Brudenell, 
Bute, Lord 
Bofwell, James 
Burney, Dr. 
Bathurſt, Lord 
Buller, Judge 
Bruce, Mr. 
Bouveric, . Mrs. 
Pradyll, Mrs. 
Bampfyeld, Lady 
Baring, Mr. 
Burgeſs, Mr. 
Belgrave, Lord 
Bootle, Mr. 
Bayham, Lord 
Brandling, Mr. 
Cumberland, Mr. 


Lord 


Fox, C. J. 
Ferguſon, Sir —— 
Fitzroy, Lady A. 
Fauconberg, Lord 
Graham, Marquis 
Grenville, Lord 
Gaſcoyne, B 


. Galloway, Lord 


Grojan, Mr. 
Groſvenor, Lord 
Hill, Sir Richard 
Hill, Rev. Rowland 
Haſtings, Mr. 
Hamilton, Mr. 
Howard, Sir George 
Harley, Mr. 

Hayley, Mr. 


a, Lord Hopetoun, Lord 


Chatham, Lord 


Cavendiſh, Lord J. 


Call, Sir ]. 


Chambers, Sir Wm. Hood, Sir. A. 


Camden, Lord 


Hawkeſburv, Lord 
Hammett, Sir B. 
Hood, Lord 


Hardinge, George 


Conway, Hen, Mr. Hotham, Sir Richard 


Hargrave, Mr. 
Horton, Lady 


Howe, Lord 


Jenkinſon, Mr. 

EA Mr. 
Mmpey, Sir E. 

King George III. 


Kenyon, Lady 


Lanſdowne, Mar. of 
Lewſham, Lord 
Le Meſurier, Mr. 


Lewi Sy Sir W. 


Lonſdale, Lord 
Lenox, Col. 


8 Loftus, Mrs. 


Luſhington, Alder. 
Leeds, Duke of 
Loughborough, Ld 
Mulgrave, Lord 
Maddan, Mr. 

Me Pherſon, Mr. 
Montagu, Mr. 
M Donald, Judge 
M AacnNAamaray Mr. 
Moira, Lord 
Martin, James 
Mornington, Lord 
Malmeſbury, Lord 


Minchin, Captain 


Moore, Miſs Hann. 


* Manbogda, Lord, h 


Mountmorres, 
Morgan, Counſel. 


Mainwaring, Mr. 


Milner, Lady 
Morant, Mrs. 
Mansfield, Lorg 


Manners, Colonel 


Montroſe, Duke of 
North, Lord 
Newhaven, 
Northumberland, D. 
Ord, John 

Pitt, William - 
Phipps, Mr. | 
Pretty man, Biſhop 
Palk, Sir R. 


Portland; Duke of 


Prieftley, Dr. 
Percival, Mr. 


Philipps, Counſellor 


Payne, Lady 
Pulteney, Mr. 
Powis, Mr. 
Queenſbury, D. of 
Richmond, Di of 
Robinſon, John 
Roſe, George 
Rutland, Duchets of 
Reynolds, Mrs. 
Rumbold, Sir T, 
Sykes, Sir F. 
Sydney, Lord 
Scott, Major 
Smith, Mr. 

Steele, Thomas 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Saliſbury, Marg. of 
Sullivan, Mr. 
Stratford, Dr. ; 
Sefton, Lady 


Scott, wah, 3 | 
Thurlow, Lord 


Twining, Mr. 
Turner, Sir G. P. 
Taylor, Sir M. 
Uxbridge, L 
Villers, Mr. 
Vanſittart, Mr. 
Wilkes, John | 
Wilberforce, Mr. 
Walſingham, Lord 


Wraxhall, N. W. 
Watſou, Brooks 


Whitbread, Mr. ſen. | 
Wray, Sir C. 


Wyvill, Rev. Mr. 
Weſtcote, Lord 


Wood fall, Mr. 
Wilmott, Mr. 
Waldgrave, Lady 


Warburton, Mr. 


Winchelſea, Lord 
Wedgewood, Mr. 


York, Duke of 


York, Mr. 


